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McPhillamys Gold Project 

 

For more information call into our office at 57 Adelaide Street, Blayney or contact:   

Chris Roach - Stakeholder Engagement Officer  

ph 02 6368 4100     mob 0416 745 699     email croach@regisresources.com 

About McPhillamys  

The McPhillamys Gold Project is a proposal for an open 

cut mine at Kings Plains, near Blayney NSW. This 

information sheet provides an overview of the Project 

and a description of the environmental approval process 

and associated community consultation. 

The proponent for the project is LFB Resources NL, a 

subsidiary of Regis Resources Limited (Regis). Regis is 

a publicly listed, Australian company with gold operations 

in Western Australia. Regis intends to lodge a 

Development Application with the NSW Government 

seeking approval for McPhillamys.  

An important part of the application process is the 

preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 

The EIS will include and a range of environmental, 

social, economic and technical studies.  

Regis has engaged EMM, a specialist environmental 

consulting company, to prepare the EIS for the project.    

Importantly, the process involves consultation with 

interested and affected stakeholders including our 

neighbours, Blayney Council and the broader 

community. 
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employment opportunities that McPhillamys would 

provide.  

The Regis workforce would be a residential workforce, 

not a fly-in, fly-out (FIFO) workforce. The majority of 

employees and contractors would live locally or in the 

Central West. 

Jobs and economic 

benefits of the project  

The McPhillamys project is anticipated to provide a major 

economic boost to the local community as well as the 

broader Central West. 

Jobs will be created in construction and mining, boosting 

regional economic activity and supporting local 

businesses such as those providing food, 

accommodation, administration and other local services.  

A full economic study will be completed as part of the  

EIS process. We estimate that at least 350 jobs would be 

created during the 12-18 month construction period and 

up to 300 jobs once the mine is up and running. 

We plan to recruit locally to fill as many positions as 

possible for construction and operational phases 

because we want local people to benefit from the many 

 

We want local people to 
benefit from the many    
employment opportunities 
that McPhillamys would 
provide. 

Above: The McPhillamys Gold Project site is located at Kings Plains, 

near Blayney NSW. 
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McPhillamys involves the proposed development of an 

open cut gold mine on land located approximately 8km 

north-east of the township of Blayney and north of Kings 

Plains (see map below). The mine site is predominantly 

within the Blayney Local Government Area (LGA). 

The project life would be 15 years, including one to two 

years for construction and site preparation; ten years for 

mining; and two to three years for remediation and 

restoration of the site once mining finishes. If approved, 

construction and mining activities could start in 2020.   

The mine development is anticipated to process up to 

seven million tonnes of ore per annum. Gold ore would 

be mined using conventional open cut mining methods     

i.e. drill and blast, load and haul.  

The gold would then be processed at an onsite facility. 

The final output from the processing plant would be gold 

bars. Gold is used for many things including medical 

devices, phones, computers, jewellery and as a store of 

value.  

McPhillamys project details 

 

Regis is continuing to undertake exploration activities in several exploration tenements throughout the region. 

Exploration activities include soil sampling and drilling to define the presence of minerals.  We will continue to keep 

the community informed in relation to these exploration activities. 

Exploration activities 

Key infrastructure for the project includes: 

• a single open cut mine;  

• waste rock emplacement areas;  

• processing plant and tailings storage facility; 

• water supply pipeline and water storage dam(s);  

• access roads and power line; and  

• administration and maintenance buildings. 
 

Rehabilitation after mining 

Rehabilitation of the mine site is a very important part of 

the project and would involve two to three years work 

once mining has ceased. 

Before any mining takes place, all impacted areas are 

stripped of the topsoil which is stored elsewhere on the 

site. Once mining activities are finished on those areas 

they are contoured to blend in with the surrounding 

landform and then topped with the stockpiled topsoil.  

The land is then planted with grass and trees so that it 

can be returned to agricultural and other uses. 

Below: McPhillamys is located at Kings Plains, near Blayney NSW. The site is mostly within the Blayney LGA. 

 



 McPhillamys Gold Project - Community Information Sheet No. 5 

  3 

 

Regis is keen to ensure that information about the 

proposed project is provided to neighbours and the many 

different stakeholders who may have an interest in the 

mine.  

Since 2013 we have met with hundreds of people in Kings 

Plains, Blayney and the Central West. Consultation has 

included meetings and Open Days to provide information 

about the project and the EIS process.  

An important part of our work is identifying and 

understanding people’s issues and concerns about the 

project as well as the opportunities it presents to the 

community. 

It is important to us that we continue to engage with 

stakeholders in the coming months, prior to submitting 

the EIS.  

Community Consultative Committee 

The McPhillamys Community Consultative Committee 

(CCC) was established in late 2018. The CCC provides a 

formal mechanism for us to communicate with our 

neighbours and the broader community. The CCC 

meetings are generally held every 2-3 months.   

The Department of Planning and Environment (DPE)  has 

appointed an independent Chairperson to the committee, 

Mr David Johnson.  

Membership of the McPhillamys CCC also includes 

representatives from the Kings Plains and Blayney 

communities, interest groups, councils and Regis. 

CCC meeting minutes are a very useful source of 

information about the project and they are easily 

accessed on the McPhillamys website:   

http://www.mcphillamysgold.com/mcphillamys/community 

McPhillamys water supply 
McPhillamys mine would require up to 13 megalitres of 

water per day and we are looking at a number of options 

to supply that water to the site. 

Our preferred option is to source recycled and surplus 

water from the Centennial Coal and Energy Australia 

operations near Springvale. We are currently 

investigating the possibility of that option with Centennial 

Coal and Energy Australia.  

If a feasible option, water would be transferred from 

Springvale to the project site via a new 80 km 

underground pipeline. A preferred pipeline corridor has 

been identified and we are currently in negotiations with 

landholders along the corridor.  

The pipeline development would take approximately 12 

months to build and would create construction jobs for 

up to 85 people. 

Talking with our neighbours and the community 

 
The pipeline would take               

approximately 12 months to 

build, creating construction 

jobs for up to 85 people. 

The alternative option is to use the water licences that 

Regis holds in the Lachlan groundwater alluvium near 

Cowra. This alternative source of water would require an 

80km pipeline.  

This option would only be used in the event that the 

Springvale water supply option was unable to be 

developed. 

Regis talks regularly to our neighbours and the broader 
community as the project progresses. 

http://www.mcphillamysgold.com/mcphillamys/community
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For more information call into our office at 57 Adelaide Street, Blayney or contact: 

Chris Roach - Stakeholder Engagement Officer  

Ph 02 6368 4100     mob 0416 745 699     email croach@regisresources.com 

McPhillamys will be assessed by both the State and 

Federal Governments. Importantly, the assessment 

process also includes consultation with our neighbours, 

the Blayney community, Blayney Council and the general 

public. So anyone in favour of, or against the project, gets 

to have a say. 

The approvals process involves a number of steps which 

are summarised below: 

Step 1: 

We start off by doing a huge range of studies to examine 

all the possible impacts of the project. These studies are 

done by independent experts such as scientists, 

environmental consultants, engineers and geologists. 

Step 2: 

As the studies progress, the McPhillamys project team 

works with the experts to come up with ways to remove or 

mitigate the impacts. That’s where we’re at, right now. 

Step 3: 

Based on the results of the studies (eg traffic, noise, dust, 

water) we will design the preferred location and method of 

our operations, to make sure that they meet 

environmental, safety and other standards. We will also 

share the results with our neighbours and discuss with 

them ways to lessen any impacts. 

Step 4: 

When we are satisfied that the project design meets all the 

necessary standards, we submit it to the Government for 

assessment. This is in the form of a document called an 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 

Step 5: 

The Government will put the EIS application on public 

exhibition and invite comment from other government 

agencies as well as the general public. It will then consider 

the feedback and ask Regis to respond. Weighing up all 

the submissions the Government will then recommend 

that the project be approved or rejected.  

Step 6: 

The application may be decided by the Government or 

sent to an independent body called the Independent 

Planning Commission (IPC) for the final decision on 

whether the project gets approved or rejected. The IPC 

also has public hearings where members of the public can 

speak for or against the project. 

The assessment process: weighing up the pros and 

cons with facts, science and consultation 

EARs issued by DPE We   

are 

here 

The chart on this page gives a quick summary of how the 

process works and who does what.  

We’ve tried to cut out the jargon and explain the process 

in a straightforward way, but if you want more detailed 

information please check out the Department of Planning 

and Environment website: 

http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?

action=view_job&job_id=9505Environment. 
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This 

is the 

next 

step 

Step 1:   

Studies carried out by  

independent experts 

Step 5: 

Project goes on public exhibition:   

community consultation 

Step 6: 

Project decided by Government  

or sent to an independent body 

Step 4: 

Project submitted to  

NSW Government 

Step 3:  

Design finalised and results 

shared with our neighbours and 

other impacted parties 

Step 2:  

Project team examines the   

impacts and issues 


